MARTINAMES . .. .
Author of The Zone of Interest -

©t v dharmed He'asa

rmystery, the:n 57 4

... Srownupsz B
- knew they, d hves
--100?) and the’ nasty,

It complefely &

kid: the clever

complex.characters :
(especrally the :

fantastic Tabitha-' =
Ruth Wexter. 1 still
read it once-a year.” .




'i'he Culture Iooks

TOP 10:

5 Charlotte’s Web Read-

ers arestill drawn to the.
simplicity and beauty of
arachmd Charlotte’'sdeve

il
'Fomey) illuminates fam-
_ily.and heritage through
" ‘young Arnold Spirit,
torn between hislife on

Though family farms may -
be less common than they

gts enduring meditation. ..
on the power of frlendshlp
and of good writing..

6 Holes Louis Sachar’s
ry of afamily curse, fancy g
sneakers and poisonous

2 Harry Potter (series) \Nhat
more can be sald about D

backward through time; -

* ‘natsTV ended up in'a;
* yenile prison camp.It’san -
S introduction to complex
ill, narratlve, suffused with:
fun, warmth anda truly
memorable v1lla1n -

. '3'The Book Thief Formany . 7 Matilda Wlth apologles
young readers, MarkusZu-  tothelovable Charlieand’
i i " the Chocolate Factory, this. -
“may be Roald Dahl’s most
compelling read for young -

MICHAEL LEWIS

author of Flash Boys -
v
The Hardy Boys
by Franklin W. Dixon
“As a kid | lived on a
steady diet of The Hardy
< Boys:and:Archie:comic -
books, without the
slightest sense there was

thwarted and 1gnored by,.
“herf:
« manypreteensshare; -

tion to her pig pal W’ ur,

vrenduring appealofthis. * -
Were in 1952, E.B. White’s ,
novel remains timeless for' -

£ A i

 lizards moves forwardand *-ing 1dok at anyboy and”

i, thatillaminates language L

people. Poor Matilda feels

ly—a'sense that -

They don’t share her magl K
- cal powers, but that'sthe . -

esrcaplst frolic.
. 8 The Outsiders. Pubhshed, o
when author S.E. Hinton
. wasjust'8, thiscoming-
~ofage novel offersproof .
* thateven the youn gest
‘writer can:provide valu-,
able insight. Herstrik-

and mathematics through .
“a picareSque story ofad-"

- venture in the Kingdom . , -
of Wisdom, ]ulés Feiffer’s

“whimsical drawingsdoas -
much as Norton Juster’s
plain-language interpola-
tions of complex ideas

to carry readers through A
Digitopolis and the Moun = SR
tains of Ignorance; i

Are You There God? .
ML It's Me, Margaret =
.ludy Blume

10 The Giver Lois Lowry s
tale of self
dystopian society hasa
memorable central charac- " |
ter, Jonas, and an indelible .
message—that: pam and
trauma have an important
place in indi v1dua1 hves
dik ;
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YOUNG ADULT.
AT HEART

BY MEG WOLITZER

novehst Meg WolltZer began wntmg
er flrst book;for -a YA audience, she

in which The Bell Jar
part. Belzhar (pronot
beljhar, a play.on Pla
isabout a troubl
Gallahue, whe

« HE FIRST TIME I READ - . i .#¢
* Sylvia Plath’s autobio-
graphlcal novel The
BeIl ]ar, it was an emotional,
chaotic experience. Hernarra-
tor has a nervous breakdown _
while a college student and i ndscap la ; '
attempts suicide, as Plath had a yravely i A_'( dt 1in The - !
The story is so viscerally r n ‘
and imaginable tha :
ateenager,wasimmersed. . | . TSSSEEEEE : Flash- forward Sev
‘ ér -  cades. Ihad embarked po

¥3Z1170M *5183007N

Y3IZLITOM DIW ASILI



 Itoccurs tome thatnot only
readers b

, its char-
- -acterswhen they’re young.

Then it keepsgomg, followmg :

them from age 15 all the way
mto thell’ 5os—an agelcan

i dle-agedwoman o3
'Ideﬁmtelytookthelongvxew i

tings, lav- g

relate to well these days, as my-:

children have lefthomejand I: - -
must remind myself to sched-. -

- ule my yearly mammogram
‘But Belzhar,anovelabout: |
adolescents written for agdoles-
cent feaders (although these . .
daysplenty of adultstead ... -
- YA foo), takes place over the:,;
courseof only one semester at

‘boarding school. Andwhile: .
The Interestings istold from: .

ltiple points of view, Bel-

r hews close to its narrato
etting her tell herstory i
particularly.cloge-grained:
“way. Jam is someenewhg:. . -
- needsto talk,whoishreath-

- less and single-minded; mak- .
" inghera firstpersonn nan'ator: :

_ ey o e d e
VRiat) A i

- JESMYN WARD
Author of Men We! Reaped
B AL

The Hero and the Crown

“ by Robin McKmley

) buying it fqrme«‘and then I

devoured it. The ‘hefoine:is

an illegitimate princess who. .

hunts dragons in an attempt

- tofinda place for herselfin _

. . herfather’s kin T
+ 7. ~heroine is tough, stubborn o
. . and smart, takmg‘ oh'a vorld

. J. bent on making: her‘lessthan\

she is. | empathized.”

“When | was around 8, |

mthemlxof'th,"

~strack me as the best wayio ;-

convey her voice,her needi: -
- ness, herabsolutely certain -
:rconyictions'abouitwhat had
5 happened toher....; =
i Tcouldn’t help but thmk

i when writing'thisnevel,of the:
= rtwe'versions of mewho had -

- xead TheBelljar. Maybe there -
were two versiohs of mewho: -
- :should be writing Belzhar:one -

severything feltfresh and raw:

xh‘afljce first-time :emotionair,sré

" What it’s like to realize that |

‘sion of me had te put: the .
whole thing into context, to
. remember that circumstances

'eneugh time, even'if “my nar-
.- rator can’t know it T wanted
the older me to be son

ataspecial boardmg school; it

- 'would indeed be some kmd of
‘essential lesson conveyed _
.-And that'sthe pointat -

b i’.f ‘which Mrs. Q stepped in: Jam’s

vho was still close:tothe 1nten~~
-sity'of adoléscénce, for whom. :

That version; which still exists -

inside of me, took care of the -

parts in which I'needed to drag

- up feelingsburied in theover- -
stuffed dresser drawerthatis. -

+;ideas come from? My bést;

mantic, even sexualdecisions.
-/ What it’s like tomanagethe :
overwhelming fiew serisations
-andthoughtsthatinvadeyou.
- 'What it'sliketofeel rejected. .=t

o And while'Belzhar:i

 Jessons. Butgwen that Belzhm:
.. takes place in‘a special class - -

seemed appropriate that there’

. -elderly:teacher,a woman who
- knows quite abitabout hew -

»*ithings can change; Without
reahzmg it atfirst,I'became:.’
«. part Jam and part Mrs: Q; shut-
tling between someone who -
itakestheshort view and.some-

.. vone who takes thelong.

Atbook readings;audience-
~. members often-ask howwrit: :
- ers create characters. People -

wanttoknew:Have writers: - :

~.~:actually experienced whiat: ¢ 1.

their characters experienced?
-And if not; wheredoe their. -

though mcredably vague;an-
sweris thatideascomeabout
‘throughthe long;slow process.
‘ofliving. Evenifa character’s
experiences.aren’t your: qwn,
-you arécitizens of the same, -

other: people’s too. Whileall - ¢
hat’sbeenigoingon, empathy

. z:‘has quietly been forming;it’s. -
everyone 1s essentlally on

almost a chemical process.

Andifyoii're awriter; . -
;you'vealsobeenreading. Alot:
'tarip-:.
off oraretelling of The Béll ]ar,
itreflectson Plath’snioveland
owes a debt toit. It'snotthat
you wantteimitate the book - .
you adinire; you just wantto -
do your vetsioriof whatthat | .
writerdid; youwant totell the.
truth, fiction:: ostyle.i s

- Therearequiteaféewof us:

former teenagers—women in
the middleof theirlives (and
somée men; for sure)=who -
have neverforgotten whatit
felt liké:toread The Béll Jar for £
the firsttime. Sowhat are We
supposed todo with: allthat
leftover feeling? ;

Me, I dec1ded to wnte s
book. - e L e
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The Culture Books

TOP 10:
CHILDREN

AGES 3-11

1. Where the Wild Things Are . >:

. instructiveread forany - .. : Silverstein’staleof atree . -
Maurice Sendak’s adven- - |

kid who'severfeltabit - thatgivesitslifefora =

turehasinspired genera-; ../ * like a wild animal; or par--+* boyturnedself-centered -
tionsiof children'tolét out i - ents who'veever feltlike .. young man: It’sbeen inter-
their inner monsters; =} v_they Te ralsmg one

showing howimagination - SR

allows'for. an escape from: -

life’s doldrums:It’salsoa..
moviﬁ;g;testa;n{enttéafam.-. . wrote these stones,wh ch
ily love:when young Max - ‘conveyayoung cub’s 1
returnsfromhisreverie; .. *~'yearning for his absent «
his mother has fsaved him father, butit’sSendak’sil-

uwePigsIonJSci‘eézkaa'ndu. ;
* Lane Smith’sirenic, witty'
beok which revisesthe

ney of: Peter througha:

snowbound New York: 3 la
.Cxxymadefora ‘milestone: BOMMoon Many you:ng ig and.
asasuccessful:children’s ird watchers hkelyowe s awelcom@'cqnecnve -
storyfocusedonablack: ./~ their passiontoJane’ = = tomore saccharine tales.

- -It:also introduces young
‘readers to the notion of
v *.dueling perspectives.

protagonist, itbroke: down Yolen, whose story ofa:

book is meft orable toofor - 5
the sheer beautyof itsicol- -
lage: ﬂlustratmns. :

3GoodnlghtMmSGme- 018 1n.eewmg1ivee1tshard

1 - words that fake up his *
wherea chﬂd isbeing put ' - to imagineastorymore -«

tale. His stunning; pro--
- -pulsive watercolors show -
flying frogs on a surreal
~adventure. Readingmay
“befundamental,but here . .

etchedmeveryparents 4 - thepictures doalmostall =
Memory; ClemntHurd’ thetalkmg R R
illustrations, with their - v
quirky: hiddenaokes, pro- i «

' Silverstein wasn’tjust

’v1de amusement onthe
3 - good at tales of leafy self- -
--sacrifice. His loopy: poems
‘have been speaking to-
kidé concerns and spark-

Blucherri fdrSal Rdbertf ek nd:curouslybeauufur :
McGloskey’s blockeprinted .- and beause readers -
illustrations showjust
how sinfilar familiesof . © .
different speciescanbe,as - :
child Salandababybear - = century Paris i the .
covet Maine blueberries. - " ©  USA—the books reward - stead of tug—of war W‘lll; et
on a berry hunt-with their . very close attention:” - . find akindred spmt m 7
respectivemothers.It’san’ -~ © ¢ . woni oD oo these pages.—D.p.-
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THE AWESOME COLUMN

'Hey Baby, Can 1 Get You a Beer"
What | learned about making people Iaugh
onthe set of Amer/ca S Funnlest Home V/deos

: dmy parents

: What the Vice President did. ’

They told me that the sec-

‘ond mostimportant person

' m the country didn’t have

~years, Itold peop
wanted to be the Vice

was stepping down as the host of ABC’s
America sFunmest Home Videos (AFV) -

after 14 years, I applied. 1 could beon net-
work TV every week, introducingafew

Saget.“"Hehad )
' .wasnght hesal,; “Youdxdn’tneedthat

Sowhen Tom Bergeron announced he -

the show’s creator and

g exeeutrve producer, told me he’sleaning to-

ward hiring someene famos and talented.

till, he said, whileIwas unpol hed,Thad -

some of that Bergeron magic, compared
with the blunterskills of previous host Bob
h ghtertoknowit

clip packages while making tons of mon- L

eyand getting invited to lots of parties— - ‘

many of which, admittedly, would have
guest lists consisting of cats or men w1th
ice packson their groins: :

~ Iwalked onto the AFV stage| feelmg
surprisingly nervous, so 1 asked Bergeron
for advice on how to be funny when

hosting a family show. “Relax, have fun j o

and remember your roleistoservice .
the videos. Which sounds dirtier than

intended,” he said. In other words: make '7 j

jokes that sound edgy but are actually
‘safe because they don’t make sense. -

To prepare, i watched Bergeron tape a
show, duringwhich Inoticed many sur-
prising details, like the fact that the show

isan hourlong. It turns out 'd neveractu-.

allyseenAmencasFunmestHaszdeas, B

which made me even more anxious.
When the show ended, I walked out to .
great applause, which—along with the
bright lights and my loud, distracting -
heartbeat—made it hard to remember -
which camerasto look at, though I'm
pretty sure there wasn’t one in my shoes. -
Then I brought two audience members

upforagame called “Pick the Real Videol”.

in which I asked them if I'was about to .

showaclipofa houseﬂy stucktoafrozen . .

hot dog; a penguin swimmingin a hotel
fountain or aleprechaun falling downan-
escalator. One of the contestants plcked ,
the leprechaun. The show isnot called
America’s Smartest Home Video Watchers

- pi Bona, ;

,ever, thought I m1ght be
~ abetterfitasa: writer. Soa few weeks later -
. 'Ispentanafternoon working for head

" writer Todd Thicke, who has been Wlth ,

the shew since 1989. He has the same °

good looks and deep voice as his brother -
- “Alan Thicke and nephew Robin Thicke

and, 'm guessing; other Thickes.Isatata

table with three other writers, lookmg at -
- walls covered with index cards, on which -
. were written things like “A ‘
ments on how'to 1mpress the ladies in the ‘
* car. Then suddenly screams ina panic

when he sees a spider” and “A dog shows .

its teeth and growls while a woman rubs

Atsbutt with her foot 1ndoors 4 ThlS was
. goihgtobe easy.

- We stared at a screen and watched
the very best 10% of submitted videos,
asculled by screeners who I'm assuming

@

. woman; use extrem:

' " anareaacy s1b1etoto Smce AFV is

were still insanely boring—just cute -

before we saw the first guy get hitinthe -
laughed. “It’s weird,” said: “As soon as

- Mike Palleschi looked around the room

X andsa.ld “Ithlnkthat ourfaul

N The writers had an amazmg abil‘ty to |

predict, within just a few seconds; what -

would happen in the clips we watched, all I
- of which provided me with valuable life

‘lessons: don’t wearsocks on Kitchen tile; -
don' 'trunnear the b ttocks of anobese -

; hftmgathome alone; dontleave flourin -

after téstmg a beer “You cah bai‘ely givea

c’igarette nolessa baby abeer,”

“agreed Jordan Schatz. :
.Sotomakethe chps seem more exc1t-

 ing, they combine them using clever
- frames like “Failed football entrances vs.

babies knocked over by sneezes.” 'I‘hlcke

- alsosetusto work creatingalternative
meaningsfor NSFW besides “not safe for
work” that he could print below clips. At

' ﬁrstlmedtowmeforchpswe’dseen, such |
- as“nice sprinkler fart, wanker” for the ¢ guy

with the sprinkler stuck in his pantsand -
- “new style feline wevenge” for the cat who -
attacked a dog, but the other writers sim-

plysearched for new topicsin their 25-year |

-database of clips: They found me lots of

Rhac guys falling off stripper poles for “never
strip for women,” butThlckethoughtthat

it wasn't in great taste. And they didn’t

‘seem excited about my suggestwn thatwe
take absolutely any clip anyone submitted

andj )ust write “no sense from within”

¥ t's been several months;and I haven’t ‘
heard back about either job. Luckily, I
~ have some pretty adorable footage of my

~son that I'm sure will win $10,000. [ |

Work in Chmese prison camps And they |

 pets, cute babies and uncute tweens danc- |
ingin their bedrooms. It took gominutes |

~ someone gets hurt; peaple laugh” Writer

ution when'weight |
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testlcles, which was: the firsttimewe oW

f _saldEnkLohla “Theworldhas changed”' Al
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